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Iii the course of the day, Gandhiji was met by a depu-
tation on behalf of the Citizens' Defence Committee and
another on behalf of the Sufferers' Relief Committee. A
group of Waziri tribesmen and some of the bereaved
relations of kidnapped persons from Pahar Khel and
Jhandu Khel also met him and narrated to him their tales.
of woe. One of them had his wife killed and a near rela-
tion kidnapped ; another had his mother and uncle carried
away by the raiders who demanded heavy ransom which
he was unable to pay. A glimpse of the consternation
under which the people of Bannu seemed perpetually to
live was afforded at the public meeting that was held to
present Gandhiji with an address of welcome. The loud-
.speaker went out of order. Thereupon Gandhiji asked
the people who were far away from the dais to move a
little nearer. This gave rise to a mild rush which in its
turn caused a stampede among the women who mistook
the harmless rush for a danger signal!
Gandhiji's speech was his weightiest public utterance
during the tour. In it he gave his considered opinion on
the various alternative remedies for the trans-border raids
and presented his prescription of non-violent approach as
the only sure and permanent remedy.
" The recent raid of Bannu and the happenings during
the raid have touched me deeply," he began. " This pro-
vince is peculiarly placed and is different from the other
provinces inasmuch as? on one side, it is bounded by a
number of border tribes containing men whose profession
Is raiding. So far as I have been able to know they are
not actuated by communal considerations. The raiders'
motive seems to be satisfaction of primary needs. That
the Hindus are more often their victims is probably due
to the fact that they generally possess more money. The
kidnappings too appear to have the same motive.
" Continuation of the raids is in my opinion a proof
of British failure in this part of India. Their Frontier
policy has cost the country crores of rupees, and thousands
of lives have been sacrificed. The brave tribesmen still